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Background: In Rwanda, Brucellosis has been reported
since 1936 in cattle but very little information is available
on its status in human beings. However, some cases of abor-
tion and stillbirth of unknown origin are often reported in
hospitals. One of the main symptoms of Brucella infection
being abortion, the hypothesis of this study was that some
cases of abortion and stillbirth were related to brucellosis.
Methods: A cross sectional study, involving 60 women
with abortion and/or stillbirth from May to October 2006,
has been conducted. Blood specimens were taken at hos-
pital and tested using the Rose Bengal plate test in order
to determine the prevalence of Brucellosis among women
with reproductive problems. Semi structured interviews and
a questionnaire were allowed for the identiﬁcation of risk
factors.
Twenty-seven sera of bovines all coming were also sub-
jected to the Rose Bengal plate test from September to
October 2006.
Results: A total of 60 women presented themselves
at Huye (Southern Province, Rwanda) main Hospitals with
abortion and/or stillbirth during the period of study (May-
October 2006). Fifteen (15) of them (25%) were found to
have a positive serology towards Brucella sp. The investi-
gations revealed that seropositivity among women is more
related to the consumption of row milk (46.7%) than in a
direct contact with animals (13.3%), and that it is more in
rural areas than in urban ones. These investigations also
revealed that brucellosis is not taken into consideration in
the hospitals of the Huye District.In animals, only 2 (7.4%)
sera of the tested were positive.
Conclusion: Human brucellosis exists in Huye District
(Rwanda) and might be related to some reproductive prob-
lems in humans. Indeed, it has been found in 25% of women
with abortion and/or stillbirth.
As the disease is shown to be a public health threat,
education (sensitization) of people on behavior change and
control of the disease in animals and humans were recom-
mended to rid Rwandan people from brucellosis.
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.318
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Background: In February 2007, the Veterinary Labo-
ratories Agency (VLA) conﬁrmed the presence of highly
pathogenic avian inﬂuenza (HPAI) H5N1 on a turkey farm
in Suffolk, UK. Public health response to the incident led to
offering of oseltamivir and the seasonal ﬂu vaccination to
482 people involved in the outbreak.
Understanding poultry workers’ knowledge level and
compliance to public health preventive measures to prevent
spread of AI is an essential step in designing future effective
health promotion/prevention strategies to this population
group. This outbreak gave us the opportunity to study this
aspect
Method: A cross-sectional survey was conducted using an
interviewer administered questionnaire to poultry workers
involved in the outbreak.
Results: A total of 126 poultry workers completed the
questionnaire. The group was divided into two - pre and post
exposures - based on receiving oseltamivir and the timing of
risk exposure during the outbreak.
The two risks groups demonstrated signiﬁcant difference
in knowledge about the transmission of the infection to
humans (p < 0.05). Although all the participants were cat-
egorised as high risk based on their exposures, only 11%
(14/126) of workers perceived themselves to be at high risk.
The majority (89%) of the participants perceived their risk
to be small or very small. The level of advice given by health
care worker during the outbreak was considered satisfactory
by the majority (87.1%). Most of the respondents complied
fully with both antiviral (97%) and personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) (96%).
Conclusions: Knowledge on avian ﬂu and the percep-
tion of their risks to avian ﬂu needs to be improved in
a population at higher risk. However the compliance with
interventions was satisfactory in this study.
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.319
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Larval hooklet morphology is considered as one of
the important criterions for identiﬁcation of different
Echinococcus granulosus strains. During the present work,
the hooklets obtained from fertile hydatid cysts of infected
organs in sheep and camels collected from Misurata, Libya
